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Agenda - Program

1. Call to order
2. Friends Of The Border To Border Trail – Overview

a. Bob shared opening remarks on how the Friends of the B2B came to be 
and our goals

b. In particular, he suggested the following:
b.i. Awareness and education about the trail
b.ii. Wayfinding & Markings to aid public in navigating the trail
b.iii. Advocating to government entities concerns about the trail and 

encouragement of the development
b.iv. Possibly seek grants or crowdfund to advance development of the 

trail.
3. Program – “What’s New With The B2B Trail” – Peter Sanderson of the 

Washtenaw County Parks & Recreation Commission
a. Appreciation to the Friends for being an organization and their support of 

the trail development.
b. Where B2B fits into the overall Iron Belle Trail

b.i. B2B 67% complete, $12-22 million economic impact
b.ii. Iron Belle also about 2/3 complete and B2B is part of the hiking 

branch
c. Gaps in the B2B trail are the priority

c.i. Main priority is to connect to the Lakelands Trail in the north from 
Hudson Mills MetroPark to Livingston Co. on the Lakelands Trail

c.ii. Next priority is to connect Dexter and Ann Arbor
c.iii. Ann Arbor working to get the trail off road near Fuller
c.iv. Northside of Ypsilanti is the most confusing part of the trail

c.iv.1. Short-term goal way-finding
c.iv.2. Long-term goal getting the trail off-road

c.v. Connection to the Wayne Co. Trail being explored
d. Connection to Lakelands Trail

d.i. Coordinating with the geography, metroparks, and traffic patterns
d.ii. Discussion of feasibility, particularly issues with N. Territorial Rd.
d.iii. Within Natural Rivers Designation

e. Connection to Dexter-Huron Metropark
e.i. Less than 300 yds to complete and should be complete soon
e.ii. Designed by Conservation Design Forum and has been 

appreciated. Washtenaw Parks is working with them in the design 
process of Dexter to Ann Arbor

f. Connection from Dexter to Ann Arbor
f.i. Very complex geography, administration and coordination of 

jurisdictions
f.ii. Working with Road Commission on the possibility of using the 



right of way for the roads
f.iii. Working with MDOT on the possibility of the right of way using 

the railroad as MDOT is the owner.
f.iv. Working on public engagement soon. People should be aware of 

the opportunity to participate in this planning process.
f.v. Shared the logistics of the many river crossings due to the 

geography, wetlands, and the Huron’s status as a natural river.
f.vi. Washtenaw Parks may pursue TIGER grants with the federal 

government, but that is a large political undertaking
f.vii. Working to find the connection to Ann Arbor where Huron Dr., M-

14, Main St. railroad tracks, Barton Hills, Barton Park Dam, etc.
g. Gratitude for participation
h. Q&A- 

h.i. Gallup Park maintenance
h.ii. Lifespan of the trail after construction

i. Entire presentation audio from the meeting is available here.
4. Update – Huron Waterloo Pathways Initiative (http://huron-waterloo-

pathways.org)
a. Presentation sharing on how a trail could be developed connecting Chelsea

& Dexter and then following along DNR property and the right of way of 
the M-52 highway up to Stockbridge and connect to the Lakelands Trail. 
This would create a 44-mile loop together with the B2B Trail.

b. It would be the only of its loop type in the region
c. The idea of this loop has created greater interest in Lansing as it would be 

a tourist draw to the region and would be well situated between Ann Arbor
and Lansing

d. Seeking private money to get this built with at least a million dollars of 
private money, but hope to make the entire project done for 12-13 million 
dollars

e. $370K raised so far. Large donation from St. Joseph Mercy Hospital
f. First phase hoping to go along Chelsea up to N.Territorial Road along M-

52.
g. Hoping to use the Interurban right of way from the turn of the century 

between Dexter and Ann Arbor. Legal work seems to show that this could 
be done and that this right of way still is valid.

h. Total of 19 miles of trail that would need to be constructed.
i. Feeling that the amount of DNR land and the right of way of the highway 

creates a unique situation to create a trail and that the addition of private 
money would only make things move faster.

j. Washtenaw Parks very supportive of this overall project.
k. Audio of this presentation follows the presentation by Mr. Sanderson right 

here.
5. Friends Of The Border To Border Trail business meeting (For audio of this 

portion of the meeting, click here.)
a. Update on the Friends Of The Border To Border Trail Board activity
b. Treasury report

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2-mOW-BI-Pwcnk0T0xHWmZ2RDQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2-mOW-BI-PwZ3JTUGRFeDRoUzA/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2-mOW-BI-Pwcnk0T0xHWmZ2RDQ/view?usp=sharing
http://huron-waterloo-pathways.org/
http://huron-waterloo-pathways.org/


b.i. Goals: 
b.i.1. Setup by-laws so that things are open, transparent, 

and there are no opportunities for malfeasance
b.i.2. Large donation by Running Fit at our start and 

about $800 in membership fees have started things well and
made up nearly all of the income.

b.i.3. Expenses have been membership in Michigan Trails
and Greenway Alliance and 501(c)3 application for the 
state and soon at the federal level.

c. Membership report
c.i.1. Reporting on membership- 15 members so far
c.i.2. Bob added that the membership has benefits with 

discounts to local businesses.
d. Board Of Directors election

d.i. Election by-laws review
d.ii. Additional candidate nominations

d.ii.1. No additional candidates were nominated.
d.iii. Candidates statements

d.iii.1. Bob, Courtney, Ashley made statements sharing 
their enthusiasm for wanting to participate.

d.iv. Election
d.iv.1. All candidates for the board were recommended 

unanimously.
d.iv.2. The board will now have 8 members. By-laws allow

for up to 10.
d.iv.3. Eric Boyd, Ashley Fox, Bob Krzewinski, and 

Courtney Piotrowski were elected to two-year terms.
d.iv.4. Ryan Bowles, Bruce Geffen, Tom Leone, and Laura

Shiltz were elected to one-year terms.
d.iv.5. This is meant to setup a staggered system that in the

future will be two-year terms only.
e. New business

e.i. No new business was presented.
f. Next Board meeting – Wednesday, December 9, Ypsilanti District 

Library, 229 W. Michigan Avenue, 7pm.
6. Adjournment

a. Adjournment was carried by affirmation.


